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Abstract 

Forestry education in Hungary is undergoing significant transformation to ensure alignment 

with contemporary societal, technological, and environmental expectations. This presentation 

explores the concept of vertical harmonization in forestry education, spanning secondary 

vocational training, higher education, and professional continuing education. The initiative 

aims to establish seamless progression pathways between educational levels, strengthening 

competencies essential for sustainable forest management. 

Building on insights from previous SILVA Network conference presentations, this study 

examines the structural and educational reforms at the University of Sopron, the 

establishment of the Forest Knowledge Centre (Erdészeti Ágazati Tudásközpont - EÁTK), and 

the current collaboration with Kisalföld ASZC Roth Gyula Forestry Technical School in 

secondary-level forestry education. These initiatives aim to create a coherent educational 

framework that ensures knowledge continuity and professional development across different 

levels of forestry education. 

A key aspect of this evolving cooperation is the expansion of joint activities through projects 

such as the „Demonstration Enterprises Support Program” under the "VP1-1.2.1-23" initiative. 

This project will establish cutting-edge demonstration sites where students and professionals 

can gain hands-on experience, bridging the gap between theoretical learning and practical 

application. We are planning a scientifically based vocational training and pedagogical 

experiment, in which forestry workers and technicians will solve project tasks together with 

forest engineering and PhD students. 

The findings of this study highlight crucial structural changes, including competency-based 

training, interdisciplinary course development, and the increasing role of digital tools, AI 

applications, and remote sensing in forestry education. Strengthening cooperation between 

universities, vocational schools, and industry stakeholders is essential for fostering 

professional adaptability and lifelong learning. The presentation will conclude with 

recommendations for advancing a balanced education model, integrating traditional forestry 

expertise with modern technological advancements, ensuring forestry education remains 

relevant and future-ready in Hungary and beyond. 
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